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Aphis helianthemi Ferr. is recorded from Minsk Prov. of Byelorussia. The geographical 
distribution of this species is discussed. 
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Aphis helianthemi helianthemi Ferrari, 1872 


Material examined. Byelorussia, Minsk Prov., Molo- 
dechno Distr.: 5 virginoparae aptera, 6 virginoparae ala- 
ta, 1 nymph, 5 larvae, env. of vill. Udranka, sandy mead- 
ow, on stems of Helianthemum nummularium (L.) Mill., 
no. 01-023, 10.VII.2001, coll. Buga). 

Discussion. According to Heie (1986), the no- 
minotypical subspecies, A. helianthemi helian- 
themi Ferrari, 1872, is known from Great Brit- 
ain, France, the Netherlands, Sweden, Germany 
and Poland (excluding Baltic regions), Switzer- 
land, Italy, former Yugoslavia, Hungary, and 
former Czechoslovakia. The aphids inhabit the 
upper parts of stems and flowers of the common 
rockrose (Helianthemum nummularium (L.) 
Mill.). The other subspecies, Aphis helianthemi 
obscura (Bozhko, 1961), has been described 
from the Crimea. Its host plant is the sunrose 
(Helianthemum ovatum (Viv.) Dun. [Syn. H. ob- 
scura Pers.]) (Bozhko, 1961). 

The distribution range of the dwarf semishrub 
H. nummularium has a wide disjunction across 
the Dnepr Basin (Komarov, 1949). In Byelorus- 


sia, the common rockrose is rarely registered in 
upland meadows and pine forests only in the west 
of the region (Kozlovskaya, 1999). The north- 
eastern limit of its range in Central Europe runs 
across Byelorussia (Parfenov, 1983). 


References 


Bozhko, M.P. 1961. A new genus and new species of 
Aphidoidea (Homoptera) from Southern Ukraine, 
Moldavia and Ciscaucasia. Trudy vsesoyuz. entomol. 
Obshch., 48: 9-37. (In Russian). 

Heie, O.E. 1986. The Aphidoidea (Hemiptera) of Fenno- 
scandia and Denmark. II. Family Aphididae: sub- 
family Pterocommatinae & tribe Aphidini of subfami- 
ly Aphidina. Fauna entomol. Scand., 17: 1-314. 

Komarov, V.L. (Ed.). 1949. Flora SSSR [Flora of the 
USSR], 15: 1-743. (In Russian). 

Kozlovskaya, N.V. 1999. Cistaceae Juss. Jn: V.I. Parfen- 
ov (ed.). Opredelitel vysshikh rasteniy Belarusi [Keys 
to higher plants of Byelorussia]: 101. Minsk: Dizayn- 
pro. (In Russian). 

Parfenov, V.I. 1983. Flora Belorusskogo Poles ’ya [Flo- 
ra of the Byelorussian Polessie]. 295 p. Minsk: Nau- 
ka i tekhnika. (In Russian; English abstract). 


Received 20 February 2004 


